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catastrophe, and would not in the slightest degree affect
the execution of the plans previously resolved on. Two or
three days later some increase of confidence was occasioned
by the authentic intelligence that Garibaldi had been re-
moved from his stern imprisonment at Alessandria, and
conveyed to his island-home, Caprera, though still a pri-
soner.

About this time, the General said to Lothair, ' My
secretary has occasion to go on an expedition. I shall
send a small detachment of cavalry with her, and you will
be at its head. She has requested that her husband should
have this office, but that is impossible; I cannot spare my
best officer. It is your first command, and though I hope
it will involve no great difficulty, there is no command
that does not require courage and discretion. The dis-
tance is not very great, and so long as you are in the
mountains you will probably be safe; but in leaving thia
range and gaming the southern Apennines, which is your
point of arrival, you will have to cross the open country.
I do not hear the Papalini are in force there; I believe
they have concentrated themselves at Rome, and about
Viterbo. If you meet any scouts and reconnoitring parties,
you will be able to give a good account of tliena, and
probably they will be as little anxious to encounter you as
you to meet them. But we must be prepared for every-
thing, and you may be threatened by the enemy in force;
in that case you will cross the Italian frontier, in the
immediate neighbourhood of which you will keep during
the passage of the open country, and surrender yourselves
and your arms to the authorities. They will not be very
severe; but at whatever cost and whatever may be the
odds, Theodora must never be a prisoner to the Papalini.
You will depart to-morrow at dawn.'

There is nothing so animating, so invigorating alike to
body and soul, so truly delicious, as travelling